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VTS CURRICULUM FOR LIBERAL
EDUCATION (CLE)

It's all about choices! The Curriculum for Liberal
Education (CLE), required of all VT undergraduates,
is designed to empower students with a broad base
of knowledge and transferable skills through
exposure to multiple disciplines and ways of
knowing. The Earth Sustainability course series is
one way to fulfill your CLE requirements.

THE LIVING IN THE 21°" CENTURY
INTEGRATIVE STUDIES PROGRAM

THE EARTH SUSTAINABILITY
(ES) THEME

Welcome to an exciting new way to learn!
Course series in the Living in the 21 Century
Integrative Studies Program are designed to help
you make connections to who you are and what
you want to be, to what you know and what you
want to learn, and to the world that is and the world
you’d like to live in. This program is all about
inventing the future —your future!

Course series in this program engage
participants in real-world, messy issues by
challenging them to think critically and act
creatively. During a four-semester series,
participants are introduced to how humans create
and use disciplinary knowledge and then apply it to
challenging complex problems. By investigating
complex issues, we build interdisciplinary
perspectives across many knowledge domains.
Each thematic series is designed as a journey
toward greater responsibility for learning about and
participating in an increasingly complex world.
Through this knowledge base, participants develop
a robust set of professional, practical, and lifelong
learning skills that are critical to personal,
interpersonal, and professional satisfaction and
success.

The Earth Sustainability theme is the only CLE
course series available this coming fall. It piloted
with a small group of participants in fall 2004, and a
larger group in fall 2006. We are delighted that Earth
Sustainability will expand to 180 first year students
for fall 2008.

The Earth Sustainability (ES) series explores
issues surrounding the sustainable use of
Earth’s energy and material resources. We use
these resources to produce food and safe
water, all of our energy and transportation
needs, protect our health and shelter ourselves
and families. How do we make sense of and
measure our impact on Earth’s systems such
that we can create a more sustainable pathway
to the future?
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FOUR SEMESTER STRUCTURE

The Arts

CLE COURSES AND PROGRAM OF
STUDY FLEXIBILITY

PLEASE NOTE that specific CLE requirements
may differ somewhat depending upon your major
and/or any academic credit you already have when
you arrive at VT. Before applying to ES, it is vital
that you consult with your academic advisor to
determine how much elective and CLE credit
flexibility you will have, and whether ES is an
appropriate option for you.

SCHEDULING THE ES SERIES

ES classes meet for 4 consecutive semesters:

e Lectures meet Tuesday/Thursday, 12:30-1:45

e Discussion meets Tuesday/Thursday; select
from one of three possible section times

e Labs meets alternate Fridays, 12:20-3:20 and
rotate with optional project support sessions
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Special sections of Communication Skills 1015/16
and English Composition 1105/06 may be available
for ES students depending on enroliment.

APPLYING TO THE ES SERIES

The four semesters of ES use the designators:
UCCS 2984 (4 cr/sem); MATH 2984 (1 cr/sem):

* ES1: Worldviews and Water

» ES2: Energy and Shelter

* ES3: Food and Agriculture

e ES4: Waste, Health and Pathways to the Future
Special sections of Communications Skills and
English meet CLE area 1:

e COMM 1015/1016: Communication Skills 1 & 2

e ENGL 1105/1106: Composition 1 and 2
Participants who successfully complete all courses
in the series receive university credit for all areas in
the Curriculum for Liberal Education.

Check us out at www.uccs.ceut.vt.edu. If this
program sounds interesting to you, consult your
aavisor to ensure that you can schedule the
series for four semesters. If so, please apply to
participate using the link on the ES website.

QUESTIONS? CONTACT US!

www.uccs.ceut.vt.edu



